22O         THe Science of Happiness

as in the singular case of Sahlies, releasing the
fragrance of magnolias, or producing apples with
the taste of strawberries?

Science, that worker of miracles, has reanimated
the world of plants. In their beauty, long regarded
as lifeless, it has recovered the soul of things.
According to vegetable physiology, plants feel,
act, and live. They even possess memory.
Prudent, they work for the future. Notice a
young plant that is placed between two sources
of light. It will turn in the direction of the most
intense, the most brilliant. And it stores the
light it seeks, as man economises for days of need.

The difference which separates plants from men is
often that of degree, not of kind. Certain botan-
ists treat them with tender solicitude, like sisters
sleeping in infancy.

Be kind to them, and sweetness will flow into
^your own soul. We need not possess a garden or
trees to enjoy the pleasures of plant life. Nor is it
necessary to possess a portion of the sky to enjoy
its beauties.

VIII. If we lack love for or interest in our
fellow-beings or the humble brothers of our life,
let us look within ourselves. What a rich spectacle
of unexpected sensations! A world is hidden in
each individual. We are not, as the ancients